
GRACE NOTES December 1, 2025

This Week at Grace Church 

Evening Prayer Monday - Saturday - 7 pm  
via Facebook Live 

Monday, 12/1 at 7 pm - Bible Reflections “Christmas in the Four Gospel Homes” by 
Cynthia M. Campbell in person and via Zoom or Meeting ID: 850 0786 3870; 
Passcode: 017847 

Tuesday, 12/2  at 8:30 am - Bible Refections “Barefoot” by Sharon Garlouch Brown 
via Facebook Messenger 

Saturday, 12/6 at 10 am - Assist in replacing church furnishings 

Sunday, 12/7 at 9:30 am - Worship - Bishop Jeremiah Williamson - Confirmation 
and First Holy Communion -  In person and via Facebook Live  

Save the Date 

December 11 - 7 pm - Blue Christmas - St. John’s, Cohoes 
December 13 - 9 - noon - Advent Quiet Morning 
December 14 - 11:15 am - Vestry 
December 14 - 2 pm - Messy Church 
December 24 - 7 pm - Christmas Eve Worship 
December 25 - 9:30 am - Christmas Day Worship 
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Weekly Worship  

WORSHIP HAS RETURNED TO THE SANCTUARY.  On Saturday, 12/6 at 
10 am we are seeking assistance in returning furnishings to the 
sanctuary.  Many hands make light work. 

Worship is Holy Eucharist Rite 2, BCP page 355 

Readers for December: 

	 	 	 7:30	 	 	 	 9:30 

Dec 7	 	 No Worship	 	 Al 
Dec 14	 	 Bill	 	 	 	 Judy 
Dec 21	 	 Cinny	 	 	 Colleen 
Dec 24	 	 Jill and Carol - 7 pm 
Dec 25 	 	 	 	 	 	 Lisa and Kathleen 
Dec 28	 	 Joe	 	 	 	 Helen 

Scriptures: 

Collect:  2 Advent,  BCP Page 211 
First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10 
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19, BCP Page 685 
Second Reading: Romans 15:4-13 
Gospel:  Matthew 3:1-12 
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` 
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES/EVENTS  

Bishop’s Visit 

Bishop Jeremiah Williamson will visit Grace Church on Sunday, December 7.    
Bishop requests one service only for his visit, which will take place at 9:30.  Youth 
Confirmations and First Communions will be held. 

Giving Tree 

The tree is set up in the hall.  Upon selecting an ornament, please note your name 
on the sheet at the bottom on the tree and when the gift is returned, please check 
your name off.  Gifts which note UNWRAPPED are to be returned by 12/7.  Gifts 
which note WRAPPED are to be returned by 12/14.  Please affix the gift tag to the 
gift. 

Blue Christmas 

A service of remembrance and hope will be held at St. John’s Church, 406 Vliet 
Blvd. Cohoes on Thursday December 11 at 7 pm.   Grace Church will participate in 
this service.   

Advent Quiet Morning 

Our Quiet morning will be held on Saturday, December 13 from 9 - noon.  We 
begin the day with Morning Prayer.  We then will experience Holy Yoga, which can 
be done as chair yoga, with Shannon Beckwith from Christ the King Center.  After  
this we will transition into Lectio Divina and Centering Prayer.  Please plan to join us. 

Welcome to Grace Church 

We welcome Jim Kirby and Suzanne Pratt. 
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Prayer Requests 

Against violence, especially gun violence, in our communities and for the children 
who are caught up in this violence. 

For peace in all conflicts in all countries. 

For unity in our country. 

For those in need of provisioning for food, housing, heat, health insurance and 
prescriptions, etc. 

For Those In Need of God’s Healing 

Please keep in prayer:  for healing for Bob Burnham, Sandy Carpenter, Earl Coons, 
Nancy DeWitt, Maeve Gleason, Zoe Gleason,  Ben Kelts, Tim Lange, Gina Lee, John 
Lee, Ed Milks, Bill Moore, Sarah Palmer, Joe Sliwinski, Sharon Sliwinski, and for all 
others whom God knows - Carol,  Deb, Makenna, Nancy, Rose, Carol, Patrick, 
Llamar, Janet, Paul, Diane, Irene, Madison, Jennifer.  

Please keep in prayer Mtr. Kathy, Deacon Denise and Bishop Jeremiah and their 
families. 

Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe you are present in the Most Blessed Sacrament.  I love you 
above all things and desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot at this 
moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I 
embrace you as if you were already there and unite myself wholly to you. Never 
permit me to be separated from you.  Amen 
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December Birthdays and 
Anniversaries 
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Happy Birthday to you, 
To Jesus be true, 
May the Lord bless and keep you, 
Your whole life through.

Dec 15 - Sharon Sliwinski	 Dec 16 - Mauve Gleason 
Dec 16- Tess Gleason	 	 Dec 22 - Julie Clayton 
Dec 25 - Lisa Dimenno		 Dec 27 - Josh Clayton 
Dec 30 - Mark Lessard		
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The purpose of the Albany Blooms Thriving Parish Initiative is to support, equip, and 
strengthen the work and ministry of the congregations of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Albany by nurturing the spiritual health of our congregations, encouraging them to 
abide in the Lord through Benedictine practices to create hearts ready to learn, 
prepare and share the gospel with their local community.  The web site is https://
albanyblooms.org/.  Workshops are found on their Facebook page.  Event flyers will 
be posted.  Dcn. Denise is our contact to this group and may be contacted with 
questions. 


Upcoming Retreats:


Weekly:


Albany Blooms hosts a Benedictine community which has 3 opportunities for weekly 
meetings:  Tuesday at 2 at Christ the King Center; Tuesday evening sat 7:30 via 
Zoom and Wednesday evenings at 7 via Zoom. Meetings consist of reading the daily 
Rule of Benedict, Lectio Divina, Book discussion and group reflection. To receive 
Zoom links, email msiegman@ctkcenter.org
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